Memo

To:
All Driver Educators

From:
Marty Bingham Dexter, Driver Training Coordinator

CC:
Judy Safford, Department of Education

Date:
6/25/2007
Re:
Right turn on red arrow prohibited

According to the 2005-2006 Vermont Driver’s Manual, in the section entitled Traffic Lights, Road Signs and Highway Markings (page 46), “a red arrow is a red light and you may not proceed”.

In its entirety, this section states:

Red Arrows:  You may also see red arrows.  When a red arrow is displayed, it is a red light and you may not proceed.  When the red arrow goes out, it will be followed either by a green arrow or a green light and at this time, you may proceed.

This information is consistent with the US DOT Federal Highway Administration’s Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, standards which have been adopted by Vermont, and with information found in your driver education textbooks.

This year the legislature passed legislation clarifying the wording regarding red signals as follows: 

* * * Traffic‑Control Signals * * *
Sec. 28.  23 V.S.A. § 1022(c) is amended to read:
(c)  Steady red signal.
(1)  Vehicular traffic facing a steady circular red signal alone shall stop at a clearly marked stop line, but if none, shall stop before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection.

(2)  Except when a sign is in place prohibiting a turn, vehicular traffic facing any steady red signal may cautiously enter the intersection to turn right, or to turn left from a one way street into a one way street, after stopping as required by subdivision (c)(1) of this section.  Such vehicular This traffic shall yield the right‑of‑way to pedestrians lawfully within an adjacent crosswalk and to other traffic lawfully using the intersection.  No motorist shall turn right when facing a red arrow signal indication unless a regulatory sign is present which permits this movement.  
(3)  Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian‑control signal as provided in section 1023 of this title, pedestrians facing a steady red signal alone shall not enter the roadway.

                                                 **********************************************

Effective July 1, 2007, motorist turning right when facing a red arrow will be subject to a traffic citation, unless a sign is present which permits this movement.
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