
40th Annual NCDTSEA Conference 
 

 The North Carolina Driver and 

Traffic Safety Education Association is 

pleased to announce the 40th Annual 

Conference to  be held April 15th 

through April 17th at Hilton Charlotte 

University Place in Charlotte, North 

Carolina. 

 You have already received a 

newsletter this year concerning the 

“Early Bird” session with Dr. Joe 

Shrader that will be held on April 15th 

and April 16th.  Highlight of the “Early 

Bird” session this year is the riverboat 

cruise on Lake Norman the night of 

April 15th.  As mentioned in that earlier 

newsletter, you must have your regis-

tration in for the “Early Bird” session by 

January 29, 2010.  You cannot register 

for the “Early Bird” session after this 

date.  Lost your registration form?  Go 

to www.adtsea.org and click on state 

affiliates and then North Carolina and 

you will find a registration form.  We 

only have 125 spaces on the riverboat.  

As of this writing only about 60 spaces 

are taken up.  You don’t want to miss 

this event so get your “Early Bird” reg-
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CONFERENCE EDITION 

President's Message 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to encourage 
everyone to attend the 2010 NCDSTEA Conference.  
The conference will be held at the University Hil-
ton in Charlotte, North Carolina.  It looks like Con-
nie Sessoms has a very impressive group of speak-
ers lined up for everyone to enjoy. 
 

This has been a tough year for all of us involved in 
Driver Education.  We all need to stay on top of 
our game and do all in our power to make our as-
sociation heard in Raleigh. 
 

I look forward to seeing all of you in Charlotte in 
April 2010.  Also, help recruit new members for 
our state association and our national association.  
Remember, we can be strong in numbers. 
 

God bless, 
 

Ronnie Fisher, NCDTSEA President 

 

Teacher of the Year 
Applications for Teacher of the Year/Teacher of Excellence must be 
received by: 
  Chuck Lehning  
  C/O Jordan Driving School, Inc.  
  5425 Idlewild Rd. Bldg 3-211 
  Charlotte, NC 28312 
by February 1.  
 
For further information refer to Decemberõs newsletter or go to North 
Carolinaõs website at www.adtsea.org  
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Renewal Credit 
 

The North Carolina Driver and Traffic Safety Education Association 

will be offering, 1.2 CEUôs of renewal credit or 12 clock hours for 

attendance at ALL sessions for this yearôs conference.  Please sign up 
for renewal credit at the conference registration desk. 
 

If you attend the ñEarly Birdò session you will receive an 

additional .4 units  or  4 hours of renewal credit. 

 

2010 ADTSEA Conference 
 
 

The 2010 ADTSEA National Con-
ference will be held in St Louis, 
Missouri July 24, through July 29, 
2010.  The conference will be held 
at the Hilton St Louis Frontenac. 

 Greetings to all Driver Educators 

from across this great state of North Caro-

lina. 

 I would like to solicit your atten-

dance and encourage your participation in 

the 40th Annual Conference of the North 

Carolina Driver and Traffic Safety Educa-

tion Association.  The 2010 conference 

will be held in Charlotte, NC at the Hilton-

University.  Your NCDSTEA Board of Direc-

tors has been hard at work for much of 

2009 planning this conference and put-

ting processes into place to assure that 

your experience in Charlotte will be excep-
tional. 

 As your 1st Vice President, I would 

like to challenge each of you to introduce 

at least one of your colleagues to 

NCDTSEA and encourage that colleague 

to join and become active in this associa-

tionñstarting this year and with this con-

ference. (Each one bring one) 

 NCDTSEA needs your support.  

Driver Education is in the process of 

changing both nationally and locally and 

we must begin to change the way we do 

business.  This conference will provide 

excellent opportunities for you to find out 

how these changes will affect you.  I fur-

ther challenge you to get off the sidelines 

and get actively involved in the game.  

Donõt just make a livingñMake a differ-

ence. 

 Welcome to Charlotte in advance.  

I would like to see each of you and say Hi 

to the new member that you bring with 

you in April. 

 

Respectfully submitted and humbly your 

servant, 

 

 

Connie Sessoms, Jr 

Weõre on the Web! 
Thanks to Karl Logan for developing our outstanding 

NCDTSEA website.  Simply go to www.adtsea.org, click on 

state affiliates and then North Carolina to access the web-

site.  You can keep up with the latest legislative news, an-

nouncements about board meetings, conference information, 

announcements concerning area meetings and read the min-

utes of the latest Board of Directors meeting.  There is a 

wealth of information on the site and Karl is constantly up-

dating it.  This is the best way that we know of to communi-

cate with the membership! 
 

Editor 

 Due to the fact that Kathy Powell has retired and is no longer di-
rectly involved in driver education, she has submitted her resignation 
as recording secretary to the board of directors effective December 
2009.  Thank you, Kathy, for your many years service to the board, 
the state of North Carolina, and driver education.  No one has been 
a stronger supporter of driver education in North Carolina than Kathy 
Powell.  She plans to continue to support driver education and you 
may even see her at some of our conferences.  If you see her, be 
sure to thank her for her years of service. 
 The board appointed Gary King to fill out the rest of the year as 
Kathyôs replacement. 
 

Editor 

A website you might find helpful is the North Carolina Division of 
Non-Public Educationôs website at www.ncdpe.org/index.asp.  If 

you will click on Student Driving Information  on the left side you 

will find a wealth of information about Driving Eligibility Certifi-

cates.  At the bottom of this page you will find ñFrequently Asked 
Driver Education Questionsò.  If you will click on that, you will find 

answers to many questions such as, ñWhich public school is respon-

sible for teaching driver education to non-public students?ò  These 
folks had been giving out some incorrect information and our thanks 

to Dale Fox for getting them to clarify many issues. 
 

Editor 
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2010 NCDTSEA CONFERENCE 

PRE-REGISTRATION 

Hilton Charlotte University Place 

Charlotte, NC 

April 15 - April 17, 2010 
 

Please complete the following and return to Phil McGirt, Executive Secretary, NCDTSEA, 115 East 

Mountain Drive, Fayetteville, NC  28306 BY FRIDAY, March 12, 2010 to pre-register for the conference!  

Please remember you must be pre-registered to be guaranteed meal tickets. 

 

NAME:________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

HOME ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________________ 
 

CITY:___________________________________STATE:_____________ZIP CODE:_________________ 
 

COUNTY:________________________________E-MAIL ADDRESS_____________________________ 
 

HOME TELEPHONE #(_____)__________________WORK TELEPHONE #(_____)_________________ 
 

SCHOOL/BUSINESS:___________________________ADDRESS:_______________________________ 
 

CITY:______________________________________STATE:_________ZIP CODE:__________________ 
 

AREA:  CHECK ONE (  ) CAPITAL  (  ) NORTHEAST (  ) NORTHWEST 

    (  ) SOUTH PIEDMONT (  ) SOUTHEAST (  ) WEST 
 

 

 

PRE-REGISTRATION $110.00 ($220.00 AT THE DOOR)   $____________ 
 

PLUS MEMBERSHIP OR MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL $30.00    $____________ 

 (All Current Memberships Expire 4/30/10.  Not sure when your membership 

  expires?  Just check the mailing label.  The date will be located at the end of your name.) 
          Please check 

        Will Attend Banquet Yes ____     No _____ 

        Will Attend Luncheon Yes ____     No _____ 

        Will Attend Breakfast Yes ____     No _____ 
 
 

 

EXTRA BANQUET TICKETS  @ $42.00 EACH    $____________ 
 

EXTRA LUNCHEON TICKETS  @ $37.00 EACH    $____________ 
 

EXTRA BREAKFAST TICKETS  @ $25.00 EACH    $____________ 
 

RETIREE MEMBERSHIP   $30.00      $____________ 
 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP    $450.00 Or Three Installments Of $150.00  $____________ 
 

ADTSEA MEMBERSHIP   $50.00      $____________ 
 
 

TOTAL ENCLOSED (Make Check Payable To NCDTSEA)    $____________ 
 

MUST INCLUDE MEMBERSHIP DUES UNLESS LIFE MEMBER OR ALREADY RENEWED THROUGH 4/30/11 
 

YOU MUST MAKE YOUR OWN HOTEL RESERVATIONS! 
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istration in immediately. 

 You can reserve your 

room at the Hilton Charlotte Uni-

versity Place online this year.  

The Hilton has established a 

group web page for us at: 

www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/

personalized/CLTHUHF-NCDTSE

-20200415/index.jhtml 

You can also make your room res-

ervation by calling the Hilton at 

704-547-7444.  A block of rooms 

have been reserved for April 15, 

2010—April 18, 2010.  The special 

room rate will be available until 

March 23rd or until the group 

block is sold-out, whichever 

comes first.  The room rates are 

$109.00 per night for 1 King Bed 

Deluxe Room or 2 Double beds 

Deluxe Room.  Due to the in-

creased cost of food in Charlotte, 

the conference registration fee 

is $110 this year.  Registration at 

the door will be $220.  It is quite 

possible that the registration fee 

may go back down at next year’s 

conference in Raleigh.  We have 

been able to hold the cost down 

to $85 for a number of years 

now, but we were unable to do so 

this year. 

 Connie Sessoms, our First 

Vice President, has a lineup of 

outstanding speakers planned for 

the conference.  Come and enjoy 

a time of fellowship, fine food, 

and lots of information to carry 

back with you from the Piedmont. 

 

 See you in Charlotte! 
 

Phil McGirt 

Executive Secretary 

(Continued from page 1) 

2009-2010 

Board of Directors 
 

 

President 
Ronnie Fisher 

 

1st Vice President 
Connie Sessoms 

 

2nd Vice President 
Reginald Flythe 

 

Past President 
Gary Davis 

 

Executive Secretary 
Phil McGirt 

 

Recording Secretary 
Gary King 

 

 

 

 

Area Presidents 
 

 

Capital 
Reginald A. Flythe 

 

Northeast 
Tyronne Spellman 

 

Northwest 
R. David Norman 

 

Southeast 
Conrad Kurtz 

 

South Piedmont 
Ed Tysinger 

 

West 
Kent D. Teeter 

From SERA/ADTSEA  
 

This years SERA Conference is ap-

proaching quickly.  The dates are Feb-

ruary 26 & 27.  You should have re-

ceived your registration information in 

December. 
 

The site has been selected, the menus 

are ready, and a room is waiting for you 

at the 40th Annual Southeast region 

ADTSEA Conference in Myrtle Beach, 

South Carolina.  Now all we need is 

you!  The conference will be held Febru-

ary 26ñ27 at the Crown Reef Resort 

located at 2913 South Ocean Blvd.  The 

hotel phone is 843 -626-8077 or toll free 

at 1-877-435-9125.  Tell them you are 

with the Southeast Region ADTSEA or 

use Group Code 4545.  Reservations 

phone number (direct line to LOGAN) 

is 1-888-600-6932.  Reservations must 

be made by January 25, 2010 to receive 

the conference rate.  Room rates vary 

from $49.00 up to $69.00.  

 

Membership in ADTSEA is $50.00 and 

there will be an application in 2009 

SERA/ADTSEA Conference informa-

tion.  
 

Credits 1.2 units DPI and 12 hours for 

DMV  
 

Look forward to seeing you at the con-

ference. 
 

Charles Lee  

 
Not sure when your mem-
bership in the association 
expires, check the mailing 
label on this newsletter.  
The expiration date will 
be located at the end of 
your name. 
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CONFERENCE REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS  
 

At its December  2009, Board of Directors Meeting the following decisions were made for registration charges and 

procedures for the 201 0 conference to be held at the Hilton Charlotte University Place on April 15 thñ17th . 
 

 Pre -registration will be $140 .00 total.   Registration at the door will be $250 .00 total.  
 

All  conference attendees must be members of the association.  When you register for the conference, you must 

also renew your membership and pay the annual dues.  Therefore for conference pre-registration  the following 

charges will be in effect:  
 

Pre -Registration  
 

 Retirees  $110.00  Pre Registration   Active Members  $110.00  Pre-Registration  

       30.00  Renewal          30.00  Renewal 

   $140.00  Minimum       $140.00  Minimum  

 

 Life   $110.00  Pre-Registration   Non-Members  $110.00  Conference 

 Members   ______           30.00  Membership  

   $110.00  Minimum       $140.00  Minimum  
 

Registration At Door  
 

 Retirees  $220.00  Registration   Active Members  $220.00  Registration  

       30.00  Renewal          30.00  Renewal 

   $250.00  Minimum       $250.00  Minimum  

 

 Life   $220.00  Registration   Non-Members  $220.00  Registration  

 Members  _______           30.00  Membership  

   $220.00  Minimum       $250.00  Minimum  

2010 NCDTSEA Conference 
Tentative Agenda 

 

Early Bird Session : 
Thursday, April 15, 2010 
 

 Pre-Registration   1:00ð2:00 p.m.   (Midway) 
 

 Part 1     2:00ð3:00 p.m.  Dr. Joe ShraderðEast Carolina University 

 Location      Lakeshore 
 

 Break      3:00ð3:15 p.m. 
 

 Part 2   3:15ð4:15 p.m. Dr. Shrader 
 

 Lady of the Lake Dinner Buffett Cruise   Cruise Time ð7:30ð9:30 p.m.  
 1459 River Highway, Mooresville, NC 28117 
 Boat will push back from the dock at 7:30 p.m. promptly.  Please carpool and allow yourself 45 to 60 
minutes travel time to arrive at Queens Landing and have enough time to park your car and board the boat.  
Travel distance is 29 miles, but you may encounter heavy traffic. 
 
 

Early Bird Session : 
Friday, April 16, 2010 
 

 Part 3    8:00ð9:00 a.m. Dr. Shrader 

 Location       Lakeshore 
 

 Break      9:00ð9:15 a.m. 
 

 Part 4   9:15ð10:15 a.m. Dr. Shrader 
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A G E N D A  
Friday , April 16 , 2010 

 
 

 8:00ð1:00   Conference Registration 
          Midway 
 

 10:20ð11:30 Board Meeting 
          Harris RoomðLobby Level 
 
 

Opening General Conference Session  
Lakeshore 

 

 12:30ð12:40   Presentation of Colors and  
            Pledge of Allegiance  
            Olympic High School JROTC 
 

 12:40ð12:50   Welcome to Charlotte  
            Person TBA 
 

 12:50ð1:00   Welcome to Conference  
           Ron Fisher, President 
 

 1:00ð1:15    Exhibitor Introductions  
           Charles LeeðExhibit Chairman 
 

 1:15ð1:20    Orientation  
           Reginald Flythe, 2nd Vice President 
 

 1:20ð1:50    Speaker 
           Bill Parsons, CMS Maintenance Supervisor 

           Driver Education Vehicle Maintenance 
 

 1:50ð2:05    Break, Exhibits, Door Prizes  
 

 2:05ð2:30    Speaker 
           Mark Helms, NC Highway Patrol 
 

 2:30ð3:15    Speaker 
           Fran Cook, CMPD 
           Gang of One 
 

 3:15ð4:00    Speaker 
           Janice Williams, CMC Research 
 

 4:00ð5:00   Visit Exhibits & Door Prizes 
 

 5:00 - 6:00   Free Time 
          Banquet doors will open at 5:45 
 

 
 

40th Annual Banquet  
University Ballroom 

6:30ð9:00 

 

Welcome & Introduction of Head Table 
Ron Fisher, President NCDTSEA 

 

Invocation:  Person TBA 
 

Introduction of Speaker: 
Connie Sessoms, Jr., 1st Vice President 

 

Speaker 
Mr. David Huff 

Past President of ASSSDE (Association of State Supervisors of Safety & Driver Education) 
National President of DETA (Driver Education and Training Administrators) 

Director of Montana Traffic Education Programs, Montana Department of Public Instruction 
Member of National Driver Education Standards Working Group 

Participated in National Conference on Driver Education Standards by NHTSA in Phoenix. 
 

50/50 
Mickey Tripp and Elese Wilson 

Saturday, April 17 , 2010 
 

 7:30ð8:30   Buffet Breakfast  
          University Ballroom 
          Exhibits & Door prizes 
 

General Sessions  
Lakeshore 

 

 8:30ð9:15    Speaker 
           Vivian Speight Bridges 
           Operation Lifesaver 
 

 9:15ð10:00   Speaker 
           Steve Phillips, AAA 
 

 10:00 - 10:15  Break, Visit Exhibits & Door Prizes  
 

 10:15 - 11:00  Speaker 
           Michelle Roberts 
           Special Needs Students 
 

 11:00ð11:45  Speaker 
           Jeff Weston, State Farm 
           When the Rubber Meets the Road 
 

 11:45ð12:30  Check Out/Free Time 
          Exhibits & Door prizes 
 
 

40th Annual Awards Luncheon  
University Ballroom 

12:30ð2:30 
 

Welcome & Introduction of Head Table 
Ron Fisher, Presiding 

 

Invocation:  Person TBA 
 

Lunch  
 

Introduction of Speaker: 
 

Speaker:  Person TBA 
 

Presentation of Awards: 
 

 
 
 

Business Session  
2:30ð4:00 

Ron Fisher, Presiding 

Agenda  
 

 Area Presidents Reports 
 

 Legislative Report:  Gene Causby 
 

 Reading of Minutes:  Gary King 
 

 Treasurerôs / Membership Report:  Phil McGirt 
 

 Old Business 
 

 New Business 
 

 Election of Officers 
 

 Remarks from President:  Ron Fisher 
 

 Passing of Gavel:  Ron Fisher 
 

 Remarks from Incoming President:  Connie Sessoms, Jr 
 

 Adjournment 
 

 Issuing of Certificate for Renewal Credits 
 

(Must be present and in attendance at all session to receive certificate)  
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CONFERENCE INFORMATION 

 

Directions to Hilton Charlotte University Place  
 

 

J Exit from I -85 North or South at exit 45 A, W. T. Harris Boulevard 

East.  
 

J Hilton Charlotte University Place is ¼ mile on the left in the Univer-

sity Place complex  

 

J The hotel is the high rise building in the complex, totally visible from 

Harris Boulevard  

 

J Then left turn at J M Keynes Drive goes directly into hotel parking 

lot.  


