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Why Donation MattersWhy Donation MattersWhy Donation MattersWhy Donation Matters

Copy/paste into your web browser to watch:Copy/paste into your web browser to watch:
httphttp://://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tvTBKdgdGp0www.youtube.com/watch?v=tvTBKdgdGp0pp y g py g p



What is Gift of Life?What is Gift of Life?What is Gift of Life?What is Gift of Life?
Federally designated organ and tissue donation Federally designated organ and tissue donation y g gy g g
program for Michigan since 1971program for Michigan since 1971
Liaison between 175 criticalLiaison between 175 critical--care hospitals and care hospitals and pp
eight transplant centerseight transplant centers
Independent, nonIndependent, non--profit based in Ann Arborprofit based in Ann ArborIndependent, nonIndependent, non profit based in Ann Arborprofit based in Ann Arbor
Maintains the confidential Michigan Organ Maintains the confidential Michigan Organ 
Donor Registry in collaboration with theDonor Registry in collaboration with theDonor Registry in collaboration with the Donor Registry in collaboration with the 
Secretary of StateSecretary of State
Open 24/7 365 days a yearOpen 24/7 365 days a yearOpen 24/7, 365 days a yearOpen 24/7, 365 days a year



Who is Gift of Life?Who is Gift of Life?
Federally designated organ & tissue recovery Federally designated organ & tissue recovery 

organization for Michiganorganization for Michigan

Organ & Tissue RecoveryOrgan & Tissue Recovery EducationEducationEducationEducation

Obtain consent & work with Obtain consent & work with 
donor families ondonor families on--sitesite

Educate Educate hospital hospital 
staff, funeral homes, staff, funeral homes, 

blibli

Educate Educate hospital hospital 
staff, funeral homes, staff, funeral homes, 

blibli
LocatingLocating, matching, tissue , matching, tissue 

typing for transplanttyping for transplant

publicpublic

Maintain theMaintain the

publicpublic

Maintain theMaintain thetyping for transplanttyping for transplant

Recover organs and tissues Recover organs and tissues 
f t l t ti thf t l t ti th

Maintain the Maintain the 
Michigan Organ Michigan Organ 
Donor RegistryDonor Registry, in , in 

ti ith thti ith th

Maintain the Maintain the 
Michigan Organ Michigan Organ 
Donor RegistryDonor Registry, in , in 

ti ith thti ith thfor transplantation, therapy, for transplantation, therapy, 
education and research.education and research.

cooperation with the cooperation with the 
Secretary of StateSecretary of State
cooperation with the cooperation with the 
Secretary of StateSecretary of State



Organ and Organ and Tissue DonationTissue Donationgg
1717--19 19 people die each day waiting for an people die each day waiting for an 

i th U it d St ti th U it d St torgan in the United Statesorgan in the United States..
More than 110,000 people are waiting for More than 110,000 people are waiting for , p p g, p p g
an organ transplant nationally.an organ transplant nationally.

That’s enough to fill Michigan That’s enough to fill Michigan Stadium!Stadium!



Types of DonationTypes of Donationypyp

Organs that can be donated:Organs that can be donated:gg
Heart, lungs, liver, pancreas, Heart, lungs, liver, pancreas, 
kidneys and intestinekidneys and intestine

One organ donor can save up One organ donor can save up 
to to 9 lives9 lives

Tissues that can be donated:Tissues that can be donated:
Corneas/eyes, heart valves, Corneas/eyes, heart valves, y , ,y , ,
bone, soft tissues and veinsbone, soft tissues and veins

One tissue donor can improve One tissue donor can improve 
the quality of life forthe quality of life for more thmore than an 
50 recipients50 recipients



United Network for Organ 
Sharing and Organ Placement

UNOS allocates organs to transplant UNOS allocates organs to transplant hospitals hospitals based on:based on:

Severity of illnessy

Blood type

SizeSize

Antigens (HLA)

Geography

Time waiting



Michigan Organ Donor RegistryMichigan Organ Donor Registryg g g yg g g y

First Person ConsentFirst Person Consent means that the Donor means that the Donor 
Registry is legally binding.  Of course, the family’s Registry is legally binding.  Of course, the family’s 
comfort and cooperation are still very important.  comfort and cooperation are still very important.  



First Person ConsentFirst Person Consent
Michigan law passed in July 2003Michigan law passed in July 2003

Signing your driver’s license or signing Signing your driver’s license or signing 
up on the donor registry is a legallyup on the donor registry is a legallyup on the donor registry is a legally up on the donor registry is a legally 
binding contractbinding contract

Consent for donation is not needed from Consent for donation is not needed from 
next of kinnext of kin

Next of kin cannot rescind consent Next of kin cannot rescind consent 
without proof that patient did not want towithout proof that patient did not want towithout proof that patient did not want to without proof that patient did not want to 
be a donorbe a donor



First Person ConsentFirst Person Consent

Ages 0Ages 0--15, registration used to show 15, registration used to show gg gg
intent, but next of kin makes decisionintent, but next of kin makes decision

Ages 16Ages 16 18 registration is legally valid but18 registration is legally valid butAges 16Ages 16--18, registration is legally valid but 18, registration is legally valid but 
next of kin can override itnext of kin can override it

18+, registration is legally valid and cannot 18+, registration is legally valid and cannot 
be overridden (except as previously be overridden (except as previously 
mentioned).  mentioned).  

True even if registered whileTrue even if registered whileTrue even if registered while True even if registered while 
<18 years old<18 years old



Common MisconceptionsCommon Misconceptions
about the Michigan Organ Donor Registryabout the Michigan Organ Donor Registry

I signed the back of my license, so I signed the back of my license, so 
I’m all signed up.I’m all signed up.

Doctors won’t try as hard to save Doctors won’t try as hard to save 
my life if they know I signed upmy life if they know I signed upmy life if they know I signed up.my life if they know I signed up.

I’m too old to donate.I’m too old to donate.

I have [I have [insert name of any diseaseinsert name of any disease], ], 
you don’t want my organsyou don’t want my organsyou don t want my organs.you don t want my organs.



Why Do Families Why Do Families 
Choose to Donate ?Choose to Donate ?

Provides a positive outcome in response to Provides a positive outcome in response to 
an unexplainable lossan unexplainable lossan unexplainable loss.an unexplainable loss.
Offers Offers a rare and unique opportunity to save a rare and unique opportunity to save 

d h th lit f ' lifd h th lit f ' lifand enhance the quality of someone's life.and enhance the quality of someone's life.
Provides Provides an avenue for the decedent to "live an avenue for the decedent to "live 
on through the lives of others.“on through the lives of others.“
LeavesLeaves a lasting legacya lasting legacyLeaves Leaves a lasting legacy. a lasting legacy. 



Donation FactsDonation Facts
There is no cost to donate.There is no cost to donate.
Funeral arrangements and open casket Funeral arrangements and open casket 
funeralsfunerals needneed notnot be affectedbe affected by donation.by donation.funerals funerals need need not not be affected be affected by donation.by donation.
Most Most major religions approve of donation major religions approve of donation 
and consider it an act of charityand consider it an act of charityand consider it an act of charity.and consider it an act of charity.
Wealth and social status do not play a Wealth and social status do not play a 
factor in receiving an organ.factor in receiving an organ.
People of all ages and medical histories People of all ages and medical histories p gp g
are potential organ, tissue and eye donors.are potential organ, tissue and eye donors.



Donor Family FollowDonor Family Follow--UpUpyy pp

DonorDonor FamilyFamily CeremoniesCeremoniesDonor Donor Family Family CeremoniesCeremonies

Certificate of AppreciationCertificate of Appreciation

“The Next Place” book, courtesy of MTF“The Next Place” book, courtesy of MTF

Donor family quilt patchDonor family quilt patchy q py q p

Gift of LifeGift of Life medallionmedallion

Donor Family NewsletterDonor Family Newsletter

Volunteer opportunitiesVolunteer opportunitiespppp

Recipient followRecipient follow--up and correspondenceup and correspondence



Want MoreWant More Information?Information?
We publish a We publish a 
monthly list of monthly list of yy

Michigan Michigan 
patients currently patients currently 
waiting for organwaiting for organwaiting for organ waiting for organ 
transplants, and transplants, and 

many other many other yy
statistics.statistics.

Facebook.com/Facebook.com/giftoflifemichigangiftoflifemichigan

@@GiftOfLifeMichGiftOfLifeMich

Available 24/7  at giftoflifemichigan.org



Public Act 16 of 2010Public Act 16 of 2010

Mandates organ and tissue donation inMandates organ and tissue donation inMandates organ and tissue donation in Mandates organ and tissue donation in 
driver’s education classesdriver’s education classes

Instructors required to show or distribute Instructors required to show or distribute 
education materials provided by Gift of Life to education materials provided by Gift of Life to 
their studentstheir students

All costs associated with the programAll costs associated with the programAll costs associated with the program All costs associated with the program 
covered by Gift of Life and the donation covered by Gift of Life and the donation 
communitycommunitycommunitycommunity



Public Act 16 of 2010Public Act 16 of 2010
2010: Wallet Cards for distribution2010: Wallet Cards for distribution



Public Act 16 of 2010Public Act 16 of 2010
2011: Instructional Video2011: Instructional Video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=55k8VVw_gaQ



Join the MichiganJoin the Michigan
Donor RegistryDonor Registry

If you don’t have a red heart sticker on your driver’s If you don’t have a red heart sticker on your driver’s 
license or state ID, you’re not fully registered.license or state ID, you’re not fully registered.

Go toGo to
www giftoflifemichigan orgwww giftoflifemichigan orgwww.giftoflifemichigan.orgwww.giftoflifemichigan.org

or callor call
800 482 4881800 482 4881800.482.4881800.482.4881


