Gerald Apple has been teaching traffic safety education for 41 years.  For the last 27 years he has been at Shelton High School.  He retired in 2002 from teaching history and English. Now he is a trainer of traffic safety education teachers at Educational Service District #113 in Tumwater, Washington.  He has a Masters Degree in Education and graduated from Western Washington University in Bellingham.  He has been on the WTSEA (Washington Traffic Safety Education Association) board for thirty years and has been president and secretary of WTSEA and ADTSEA.  He also was the Washington State SADD (Students Against Destructive Decisions) coordinator and coordinates the WTSEA sponsored “Seniors Getting There Safely” program.  He is currently the advisor of the Shelton High School/Oakland Bay Junior High School SADD club and has done this for 27 years.
Gerry has served on the ADTSEA board of directors three times and is currently one of the two Northwest Board members serving.  He has also been a secondary division chairperson several times at the ADTSEA conferences and reads the resolutions at each annual conference.  His SADD club students have been active in serving on the planning committee for the last two NSSP conferences which are held in the same place as the ADTSEA conferences.

Gerry is married to Helen Johnston who is a pre-school teacher in the Tumwater school district.  He has a daughter Amy who is married and is 38 years old.  Gerry likes to write, lift weights and walk with his greyhound.   Gerry travels all over the nation to attend national ADTSEA, SADD and NSSP conferences and planning meetings..

Teaching Tip-

Encourage students to always use reference points when pulling to the curb, parallel parking and pulling in forward and backing into perpendicular parking spots.  Gerry always prefers backing into perpendicular parking spots.

Advice for TSE teachers and instructors:

Get involved with WTSEA and ADTSEA.  Become a board member or get involved on one of the many committees.  Start a SADD chapter in your high school.  When you evaluate students after their driving lesson, always ask them first what they learned during the lesson and what they improved on.  Always be positive in starting the evaluation process with students.  Always give them a prescription to follow afterwards.  Give them suggestions on where, how much and what they should practice with their parents.

