Short Bio of Dale O. Ritzel
Dale O. Ritzel, health education professor emeritus at Southern Illinois University Carbondale and long-time director of its Safety Center (he retired from the University in 2006) received the 2010 Kaywood Award from the American Driver and Traffic Safety Education Association for his sustained and substantial contributions to the field, profession, and association of driver and traffic safety education.  In March 2011, Ritzel received the Silvernale Award.  The Silvernale Award is given by the Michigan Driver and Traffic Safety Association to recognize persons throughout the country who have made outstanding and significant contributions to traffic safety education.  
Over the course of his career, Ritzel has published 160 articles, received research grants totaling more than $20 million and overseen the graduate work of close to 100 students. Since his 2006 “retirement,” he has twice won the National Safety Council’s top research award.  In 2005 Ritzel's paper, Designing and Developing Web-based Courses for Safety and Health Programs, received the 2nd best paper award from the American Society of Safety Engineers' Best of the Best papers in the Practice Specialties.
Donald L. Smith, former colleague and past president of the association, nominated Ritzel for the award. In addition to Ritzel’s many other achievements, Smith said his friend had helped bring safety education into the electronic age. "He's been at the forefront in using the latest technology -- he's one of the most innovative," said Smith in a telephone interview from his Lansing, Mich., home.
"He's really shown the way for computer applications in teaching, evaluation and research, but he's one of the most modest individuals you will ever meet. I have tremendous respect for him."
Ritzel, a three-degree graduate of SIUC, began his teaching career in 1965 as a driver education instructor at the high school run by the University's education college. He joined the teaching faculty of what was then the Department of Health Education in 1966, serving a five-year stint as chair before becoming the Safety Center's second director.
Ritzel has held numerous leadership positions within the American Driver and Traffic Safety Education Association, including several terms as its research division chair, vice chair and secretary. He is current co-editor of The Chronicle for Driver Education Professionals Online the official journal of the American Driver and Traffic Safety Education Association.  
He also has served as president of the American Academy of Safety Education, an organization in which he holds fellow status.  He was Vice President of the Educational Resources Division of the National Safety Council and was on the NSC Board of Directors for 14 years.  
For years 2009-2011, Ritzel was President of the Illinois High School and College Driver Education Association and has been a member of the association for 46 years.  
For the past 14 years Ritzel has taken students from Southern Illinois University Carbondale, University of South Florida, University of Florida, University of Wisconsin - Madison, and Simon Fraser University on a travel/study course to Germany.  The course focuses upon injury prevention and health promotion in the German system.

